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U.S. egg industry
National economic impact*

Å$6.2 billion farm-level industry

Å$14.7 billion in total economic activity

Å$2.4 billion in earnings of individuals and 
firms

Å97,600 jobs

*2008
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Impact of cage ban on consumers
and government costs

ÅConsumer prices would rise by$2.66 billion 
annually

ÅFederal budget outlays on food assistance 
would rise $169 million, including  WIC, School 
breakfast and lunch, and SNAP/formerly Food 
Stamp Program

ïCould result in reduced availability of this 
economical protein source for hunger/nutrition 
programs
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Why do egg production 
costs increase if modern 

cages are banned?

ÅEgg production per hen is 6.5% lower in non-cage systems
ÅFeed consumption increases 15-25 percent in non-cage 

systems
ÅLower population per hen house  in non-cage systems 

spreads housing costs over fewer birds; capital costs, 
heating costs; litter; etc.
ÅMortality levels of the non-cage hens is higher (compared 

to modern cage systems)
ÅMore broken or dirty eggs in non-cage systems, which 

reduces value of those eggs
ÅMuch higher labor costs in managing a non-cage egg 

system
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Cage ban would require 
much 

more cropland
ÅConversion to non-cage systems will result in a 15% 

increase in feed use by egg industry (non-cage hens 
require additional feed because of waste, additional 
body energy to keep warm, etc.)
ÅThis would require an additional 580,000 acres of 

cropland to be planted for corn and soybeans
ÅFree-range egg production would require even 

more feed (1 million more acres of 
cropland) and 300,000 more acres
of pasture 


